Developing Information Literacy Skills for Problem-Solving as Part of Lifelong Learning

Workshop in Gaborone, Botswana August 13 – 15 2007-09-13

Report by Christina Tovoté, Stockholm University, SC member of IFLA IL Section, workshop assistant facilitator

Participants of the workshop:

20 librarians and teachers from 5 African countries, Botswana, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Uganda and 1 from Japan. (See list of names!)
The objectives of the workshop were:

to develop strategies incorporating IL in the teaching, learning and research processes.

to develop strategies for a working relationship between librarians and facilitators of these processes

to create common understanding of designing IL programmes

and

to promote the use of the IFLA IL Guidelines.

Leading facilitator of the workshop:

Dr Jesús Lau, University of Vera Cruz, Mexico

Assistant facilitators:

Christina Tovoté, Stockholm University, Sweden

Babakisi Fidzani, University of Gaborone, Botswana
Chair of the Organizing Committee and host:

Babakisi Fidzani, Deputy director of the University library of Gaborone
Special Assistant:

Dr Priti Jain, University of Gaborone

Venue:

University Library of Gaborone, Botswana

The following topics were covered:

Concepts and IL Demand

IL standards

Design of an IL programme

Identification of the IL content to offer

The duration of the workshop was 3 days, 20 hours plus homework

The methodology was very practical with .ppt presentations introducing each topic followed by examples, discussions, group or individual exercises. The participants created their own portfolio with an institutional IL programme.

Finally the learning exercises were graded on a scale of 0 – 10 and three outstanding portfolios were chosen as examples of best results.

This workshop has a long history. It started as an idea for a project at the IFLA conference in Berlin 2003 where my colleague in the new IL section Babakisi Fidzani and I began outlining a draft. The working title then was “Training of trainers for IL. Developing a training package”. Resource persons for delivering the first workshop at a regional level were to be identified so that more regional workshops were to be the result. Cascading what had been learnt to colleagues in other countries was our main idea.
In the meantime the Guidelines on IL for Lifelong Learning was put together in the IFLA IL section with Jesús Lau, Mexico as the head author and editor. It was released 2006 and it seemed to be appropriate that the project proposal was changed to a workshop on how to use these guidelines for best and practical use.
The workshop came to reality with the help of our sponsors UNESCO and IFLA for which we owe them great gratitude.

It was in many ways a success. All the participants were active and interested in making the best results possible. The discussions were both professional and entertaining and people seemed to have a very good time learning how to teach and learn themselves.

Three persons were outstandingly professional in making their portfolios: Ms Ayanda Lebele, Botswana, Dr Stephen Mutula, Botswana and Ms Yasuyo Inoue, Japan. All three of them got special acknowledge certificates for excellence and their portfolios will be presented to the sponsors.

Thanks to the excellent help and assistance from the University Library of Gaborone and its staff this workshop was as said a great success and there is now a group of highly skilled African librarians ready to disseminate their knowledge and their use of the IFLA IL guidelines in their respective regions.
Durban 17 August 2007

Christina Tovoté

Names of participants

Absalom Ncube, Zimbabwe

Ayanda Lebele, Botswana

Boipuso Mologanyi, Botswana

Bouquin Rantla, South Africa

Catherine Mogotsi, Botswana

Charles Banda, Zambia

Chris Dokran, South Africa

Felix Tawete, Botswana

Finkie Gadimang, South Africa

Gobe Butale, Botswana

Jan Seanego, Botswana

Lynn Jibril, Botswana

Margret Onen, Botswana

O. Phefo, Botswana

O.G Phaphe, Botswana

Reason, Nfila, Botswana

Robert Ikoja, Uganda

Stephen Mutula, Botswana

Tselane Selemogwe, Botswana

Tsepo Dintisi, Botswana

Yasuyo Inoue, Japan

